EU contributes € 10 million to UNICEF education programmes for children
Wednesday, 10 October 2012 00:00

The European Union (EU) donated a further €4.6 million to UNICEF for emergency education
programmes in Jordan, benefiting Syrian refugee children as well as children of host
communities. This brings its total contribution to €10 million this year. The announcement was
made by José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, and Anthony Lake,
UNICEF Executive Director, during a joint visit to the newly opened school at Za’atari refugee
camp in northern Jordan.

"We have to ensure that families who have had to flee their country can live in decent conditions
and that their children do not lose their right to education and to a brighter future,” President
Barroso said. “Investing in education is investing in the future. I am therefore glad that the EU
can support schooling of Syrian refugee children in Zaatari."
The EU has been supporting access to school for vulnerable children already since last
school-year including formal, informal and non-formal education and psychosocial support in
hosting communities.
"These schools can become oases of physical and psychological peace for Syrian children who
have experienced what no child should," said Anthony Lake, Executive Director of UNICEF.
"Here they can play and learn and heal and be children again. EU support has helped make this
possible." Today’s donation helps Syrian refugee children in Jordan where they presently live:
inside the refugee camps, and outside along with the children of the Jordanian communities
hosting them.
It covers teacher training and salaries, school fees, text books, school equipment and
refurbishment, psychosocial support for children in need and other costs related to school years
2011-2012 and 2012-2013.
The Za’atari camp school, which opened last week, can currently accommodate up to 2,200
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students, although UNICEF is increasing capacity to 5,000 and will continue to work to meet
growing needs in the camp.

Source: UNICEF Press release
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